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STATE OF ALASKA’S

WILDLAND FIRE SUPPRESSION HISTORY
History Present Day

BLM established a contract with the State of Alaska to provide Three agencies, 375 million acres
1960 .
fire protection on state lands
Bureau of Land Management, Alaska Fire Service, 192 million acres.
1976 State Division of Forestry took over fire management responsibility Alaska Division of Forestry, 154 million acres.

for Kenai and Anchorage areas . US Forest Service, 28 million acres.

State Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) Division of Forestry was
1981 formed. Division of Forestry assumed fire protection for Mat-Su
Valley, Copper River, Delta, and Fairbanks areas

Division of Forestry's jurisdiction expanded to include the

1982 Southwest and the Kenai-Kodiak areas “

13 BLM, State, and USFS area fire management plans were
1998 consolidated into one, statewide plan- the Alaska Interagency

Wildland Fire Management Plan, in use today.

Division of Forestry is reorganized into two branches & renamed e S Ting el oescls Chonaing Widlfire Environment, Grabindd, 2
2022 "Division of Forestry & Fire Protection" to highlight the Division's

evolved responsibilities

Credit: Todd, S. K., & Jewkes, H. A. (2006). Wildland fire in Alaska: A history of organized fire suppression and management in
the last frontier. https://www .uaf.edu/afes/publications/database/bulletin/files/pdfs /Bulletin_114.p df



DOF FIRE PROTECTION PROGRAM MISSION & VISION
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Mission

Safely manage wildland fires that pose a threat to life, property,
and critical infrastructure on 150 million acres of land throughout
the State of Alaska.

Vision

DOF envisions that by investing in the fire programs four primary
functions we will benefit Alaskans.

v Preparedness
v’ Prevention
v' Mitigation
v Suppression

Our communities will be fire adapted and prepared, human-
caused fires will be reduced, and we will have a well-trained and
available workforce which will reduce suppression costs and
provide increased public safety.



ALASKA’S CHANGING WILDLAND FIRE ENVIRONMENT
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ALASKA’'S GROWING WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE

Proportion of borough in 2010 Growth rates compared to 2000
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Top 5

Alaska's total Housing units
contained in WUI zones

Newly added housing units were
found in the WUI

Alaska's population increase from
2000 (627,963) to 2020 (731,158)

Alaska ranks 5th in the country for state with
highest percentage of housing units in WUI




VALDEZ-COPPER RIVER AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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KENAI-KODIAK AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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SOUTHWEST AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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MAT-SU AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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TOK AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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DELTA AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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FAIRBANKS AREA MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
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MITIGATION & FUELS REDUCTION
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'$1.710.861,040.00




MITIGATION & FUELS REDUCTION
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McDONALD AND RILEY FIRE SUPPORT

2024 Riley Fire, Photo/DOF Jessi Morse
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