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• These 17 names can introduce Alaskans and the general public to some 
highly informative Ahtna place names in and around Glacial lake Atna; 
many GLA-related names were coined by eyewitnesses to the SusitnaR-
to-Copper R drainage shift in the 11th millennium (Kari 2019)

• All names have been on record since 1983 with same spellings, locations 
and similar literal meanings; all 19 have no official names; (1982 Ak Sen 
Bill no. 127 applies here)

• a batch submission is time-effective for staff at DNR &  AHC, and state & 
federal agency staff or Ahtna Inc and tribal governments.



1982 Statute to encourage
new Alaska Native place 
names

To use recognized ANL
In writing systems accepted 
by ANLC

Only statute we have in 
Alaska 



some Copper River Basin events on GLA place names 

• 2012   Nen' Yese' Ridge discussed, submitted, entered into GNIS, 1st authentic Ahtna name to become offficial
• 2014 April. Alaska Power Authority presentation on the SuWa Hydro projects, 2014 poster revised in 2025 
• 2017 February, Copper River Watershed Forum, Copper Center, with Rich VanderHoek
• November 2020. Tazlina Community Hall, event for Tazlina Homelands Recovery, hosted by  WISE. 
• September 21, 2022. Wrangell-St Elias Park workshop. Sources on Ahtna and Upper Tanana geography 
• April 2023 presentation at Bud Carlson's 90th birthday, Cantwell School.
• 2023 (with G.M. Smith) Geolinguistic Evidence of Dene/Ahtna Prescence at High-Water Levels of Glacial 

Lake Atna. ACCAP Climate Webinar Series, March7, 2023. https://uaf-accap.org/event/ahtna-dene-place-
names/ 

• October 23, 2024 Chistchina, presentation at Cheeshna Inc annual meeting



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Handy to have  hard copy of this. For those w file it is on legal, but is can be printed at 8.5x11 and "fit to size" (Acrobat)



terminology for Applied toponymy in Alaska
Native-origin place names= Tazlina River, Tetlin River

accurate Native place names: At.: Tezdlen Na', UT: Teełąy Ndiig
     (spelled in practical alphabets), names maintained by Kari in p.n. lists 
        Many listed in GNIS as variant names

official, accurate Native place names , in GNIS since Feb 14, 2013
         Troth Yeddha'  274556 summary 
                 



Name content

Name distribution

Name structure

Name networks

Elements in Ahtna and Dene Geographic Names

Reinforcing memorization and conservatism

Nen'                        +                    Yese'



Fred Ewan discussing Nen Yese’ Ridge, May 30, 2013
Nen Yese’   ‘land ridge’ = φ a founding p.n.

Fred Ewan: “We know the country by how places are named.   You can’t get lost 
when you know the names.” 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Access database, Names at head of sec 19 Nenana River, at sec 20  Susitna river Note sets of names, pure Ahtna. Dene word formation,  every prefix-suffix root on record, Elite Methods for both Dene  lexicography and ethnogeogrpahy




F. H. Moffit 1904 sketch map 
Dick Secondchief, 1977 notes with Kari
              <>1981 Jim Tyone text

Reconfirmations of  Dene place names, by different speakers, at different dates are evidence of  name resilience;

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are three sources , sketch map, 30 min. session with JK in 1976, and 1981 travel narrative by J Tyone are marked; 
reconfirmations of Dene names, by different speakers, with naïve spellings, is strong evidence for the resilience and the antiquity of Dene Generative
Geography.   





four geolinguistic cognates
plus one new idea

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bes Nezdlaayi  is a new idea, I am eager to share this w C.R. B. residents, and the those interested in Aląska Natural history 



K'ey Tsaaygha

  Tandzaey Ce'e
    new in 2023

Nilben Na'
'water level 
rises/surges 
stream'
Tyone River
Fig 5a, Kari 2019 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

2019  Fig 5, As a group the 20 most probative names, former GLA ice dame are noted, lines are  drawn between similar names "patterned duplications     All names on record for 45 years, w same locations and lit. meanings. Some time pers ques: note �Tanana R name must have preceded the CR names what are earliest CR names?  Which 2 names have longest interval from when coined?
Why did Baird C and Devil C. get the same name?  



2023 spatial-
temporal context 
for the Nen' Yese' 

Ensemble 

• at high water levels before NYE    Nataeł Na'   Nabesna-0533 site
•     3.4 Tanaade Menn’ Tanada Lake
•                                        (2023) Tandzaey Ce'e ridge Boulder Ck             
•                                   2.11 Nene' Yese'

•    2.9 Sasnuu’ Bene’ Summit Lake

• during NYE                 2.12 K’ey Tsaagha Hogan Hill
•  “  2.14 Tanaaxi Na’ stream into Tyone R
•  “  2.15 Nilben Na’  Tyone R
•  “  2.17 Tandzaey Dghilaaye'
•                                            3.3   Sasnuu’ Bene’ L. Louise 
•  “  2.12 K’ey Tsaagha hill Tyone R mouth

• after NYE  3.6  Ben Daes Bene’ Old Man L.
•                                             3.1  Nen' Yese' Ggaay
•   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lake shore line emergence at Old Man L, is when that name was coined;
 a testable hypothesis 



K'ey Tsaay gha  = Hogan Hill

Tanaade Menn'  =Tanada Lake



Sałtigi

Ben 
K'atggeh

Jack Tyone's 
place in 
Palmer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1981 reported by Jack Tyone at little place in Palmer
Basic back mark –foremark in orienteering
This is what led to "ensemble"  NYE




Sez'aani   lit. 'inside me', puns on my heart,
paired with Gunsight Mtn Siz'aani

Kari 1986 The Headwaters 
People's Language. ANLC



   Dzeł Ghaan’
   ‘half a mountain’

1st mountain on  left at upper Matanuska River  

1st mountain on left of  upper Delta River

"an intervisible patterned duplication"

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These two  Pairs of names just beyond CR, 1st large mt, S Fork  of Mat. River W of Powel Glacier; mt on upper Delta R; chief Fred of Gulkana 100th birthday in July 



Hwyiis Tes one of the oldest documented Ahtna names, from Tarkhonov 1796



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1st mention of Siz'aani



Locating 'big island'

Jessica Denny, Jan. 23, 2024 
comments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bell Joe's 1982 Map has Tandzaey Ce'e off of Boulder creek, the north side of the creek. The most prominent ridge that comes to mind is the windy ridge. 
The ridge runs north to south and has an elevation of at least 3000 ft. It is a culturally significant place that is still used for hunting. 




Andy Brown
Photo by Linda Weld

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A brown text, listened to this week ago, found 4 new names in 3 min text



 Understanding Dene Geolinguistic Conservatism
1) Dene languages have occupied a large section of NW North America for over ten 
miillenia without having close ties to any non-Dene speakers.
2) absence of any substrate can be proven by congruent Lexware root-morpheme 
dictionaries for ten or more languages.
3) extended Glacial Lake Atna is the only periglacial lake in the world with a large 
network of names from Dene language (over 4300 features).
4) Kari 2019 presents "The Nen' Yese' Ensemble," a group of about twenty hydrologically 
informative rule-driven Ahtna/ Dene place names that were coined by eyewitnesses to 
the Susitna R-to-Copper R drainage shift in the first half of the 11th millennium. 
4. Alaska Dene p.n. can be 10-13k in age, but are analyzable & etymologizable. This is due 
to a resilient auto-instructional Dene Generative Geography.
5. In 2024-2025 support for the Dene-Yensieian Hypothesis has grown among the more 
qualified linguistic specialists as well as several Alaskan archaeologists. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Re DENA staff, June 24  event



• These GLA- centered Names will enhance landscape tourism in C.R.B. and 
also Ahtna /Dene language efforts; GLA names can lead to derivative 
projects (posters, tour planning, interp. panels at viewpoints, maps, 
brochures

• Dene Generative Geography  interfaces with fields, linguistics, archaeology,  
geology, ethnohistory, Alaska cartography

• This batch names proposal will be on the schedule for the 2025 fall 
meeting of AHC

 



search for Riley 
Creek, Using the 
Alaska GNIS

 

Tsenesdghaas
Ahtna ‘rough, jagged rock(s)’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is what you find at GNIS search for riley Ck; Just recently,  c. 8 days ago I found official native name for  mouth of riley Creek is now in GNIS. Do you DNP folks know about this? 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cornste said this piub by Univ Alask Press
Current discussions about short project to update the 1990  AAD, thanks to Campbell Webb we have 
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• Recently discovered Victor Golla 2001, SSILA Newsletter XIX:4
• After the  Koy. Ath. Dict. In Nov. of 2000
Some thoughts on Athabaskan Dictionaries  

• The benchmark of modern Athabaskan lexicography was set by James Kari's Ahtna Athabaskan Dictionary in 
1990. Jim, who recently retired after several decades at the Alaska Native Language Center, has retooled 
Athabaskan morphosyntax more thoroughly than any linguist since Sapir, and his analysis of verb stem 
variation…. has permanently altered the way linguists think about Athabaskan verbs. If this intrigues you, the 
place to find out about it is not in any of Jim's journal articles and monographs (though they are there to consult) 
but in the Ahtna dictionary, which lays out his scheme in lucid detail, lexeme by lexeme.
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